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a baneful influence on the Indian masses* The
doctrine itself is valuable in life as it inspires hope
for the future and resignation to the past. But the
Indian people lost the spirit of action and strife and
began to have faith in fate and blind reliance on
divine dispensation. In the last place, the philo-
sophy of Upanishads has taught the Hindus for
generations that evil cannot cling to man for all
time. Evil is opposed to the very nature of things.
Truth will ultimately triumph and prevail in the
world.1

The long established tradition that suffering
is the condition of progress, and sacrifice the
principle of evolution, combined with the external
conditions of disarmament and ethics of the people,
created a favourable ground for the emergence
and growth of Gandhiji's method of Safyagraba.
It is difficult for a Westerner to understand the
philosophy of non-violence, but to an Indian who
is brought up in that culture and tradition, non-
violence makes a tremendous appeal. Writing
about Mahatma Gandhi, Pt. Jawahar Lai Nehru
says,

"Perhaps in every other country he would

1 Shridharani, 0p.#V.,pp. 189-209.
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